
  

Art AttAck Residency 
Frequently Asked Questions 



Dear Art Attackers, 
 
Your arrival is getting closer! And we are very much looking forward to it. 
 
We have gathered a few FAQs for you which you will find below, although the answer to 
most of your questions will be: “We will figure it out.” We are a sharing community and 
we know our way around it. Things are not always polished or prepared with much notice, 
but things — no matter how unimaginable — almost always work out. 
 
Also, please send us your arrival date and time as soon as you have it confirmed. 
 
All the best, 
Karna Sigurðardóttir, art director of Art Attack 2017 
Hákon Hildibrand, the guy who makes it all happen 
Þórsmörk art association and the Art Attack team 
 
artattack740@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/artattack740 

 



 

 

How do I get to Neskaupstaður, Iceland? 

Plane: 
Fly to Egilsstaðir and we will get you a ride down to Neskaupstaður (just over 1 hour drive). 
 
Car/Bus: 
a) Rent a car in Reykjavík or Egilsstaðir and drive to Neskaupstaður. 
b) Check out the bus options. 
c) Hitchhike or carpool (we can ask for you on Facebook). 
 
Ferry: 
A ferry from mainland Europe arrives to Seydisfjordur from which you will need to take the 
bus or hitchhike/carpool. 
 

  

http://www.airicelandconnect.is/
https://www.straeto.is/en
http://www.directferries.co.uk/seydisfjordur_ferry.htm


 



What’s Neskaupstaður like? 

Neskaupstaður is a town of 1500 people located by fjord Norðfjörður in Austurland. It is part of the governmental region of Fjarðabyggð together with Eskifjörður, 
Fáskrúðsfjörður, Mjóifjörður, Reyðarfjörður and Stöðvarfjörður. 

  

Until 1949, the town was only accessible by boat. Now it is connected through a single-lane tunnel that passes through the Oddskard mountains, and in September 
2017 a new tunnel opened which has drastically change the accessibility of the town. The town has been known as "Little Moscow" for its strong socialist 
background. 

In 1974 the town suffered from a large avalanche which killed 12 local people.  

Neskaupsstaður is the third largest town in Austurland region and holds a relatively high service level with a hospital, junior college, strong local fishing industry, 
and loyal local stores and businesses. 

 

Though Neskaupsstadur doesn’t have many artists or an “arts district,” this place is not a 

cultural desert. When you’re living at the Art Attack residency, you are basically the town 

artist even if just for a short time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Do I need a car? 

Yes and no. Neskaupstaður is small enough to be able to 

bike or walk everywhere. Having a car is helpful if you want 

the freedom to go out exploring in the nature or visit the 

nearby towns.  

You can rent vehicles in Egillstadir (Enterprise Rent-A-

Car). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can I receive mail in Neskaupstaður? 

Yes, you can even send things before you arrive to reduce your 

travel load. Please use the address listed below: 

 [Your Name] 

Art Attack – Thorsmork 

Thiljuvollum 11 

740 Neskaupstaður 

ICELAND 

 

 



How does the stipend work? 

Each Attacker has a up to ISK 65.000 budget (unless 
otherwise specified) to use for their residency, including 
travel to and from Neskaupsstaður. You will get paid 50% 
of the amount at your arrival in cash (ISK) and 50% via 
bank transfer at the end of your stay. Please discuss with 
your facilitator in case this doesn’t work for you. 
       
Additionally, each project can claim up to ISK 75.000 
material cost upon delivered receipts.  
 
We try to buy everything locally, but in some cases specific 
material will not be available in Austurland. In which case, 
you can buy things elsewhere and bring them or ship them. 
Please make sure to keep all receipts! 
 
Note that all material bought of the material budget 
belongs to Art Attack and should be used for the project 
and what hasn’t been used should be left in Þórsmörk and 
will be used for future projects.  
 
Each project team is responsible for staying within the 
material budget. If a team goes over budget, it will be 
deducted from your stipend. If you do not spend your full 
materials budget, you do not receive that funding as cash. 
 



 



Where do Art Attackers stay? 

In Þórsmörk, an old house with many rooms which is being 
renovated by a local art association of ladies who own the 
house. During the periods when we have many residents we 
will provide alternative accommodation. The house is old and 
rough, but very cosy and filled with history and character. 
There are two toilets in the house, but one bathing facility, 
hence you will get free access to the local swimming pool 
during your whole stay. At the swimming pool, you just tell 
the staff you are from Art Attack and they will check you in. 
 

What’s the office culture of  Þórsmörk like? 

We’ve had as few as three people and as many as twelve 

people. We would typically only have 3 ArtAttackers at a 

time. ArtAttackers interact with the cultural office daily and 

the ladies from the art association, but please do not request 

support from anyone other than your faciltiator. Your 

faciltiator will coordinate production assistants for you as 

needed or upon your request whenever possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

What will the workspace be like? 

Þórsmörk has common spaces for meetings 
and tidy work. In the basement, we have an 
area which allows for messier work to be done. 
If the workspaces in Þórsmörk don’t suit your 
type of work, we will do our best to find a 
working space to suit your needs.  
Outside, we have a garden (that can be used for 

workshop) and outdoor space. You will be 

provided a desk in the main space and 

workspace in the basement as well as access to the whole building 

according to the schedule of the art lessons hold by the associations. Use 

of the workshop, construction tools, small library, and various digital 

equipment requires orientation. Art Attackers are encouraged to work out 

in the community and landscape as much as possible. 

 

 

What kind of tools and supplies does ArtAttack have? 

Since the residency is quiete new, there are minimal tools and supplies. 
Contact your facilitator if you need to order supplies before or during your 
residency; these costs will be taken out of the material cost. 
 

http://www.visitfjardabyggd.is/menning-og-afthreying/listir-og-handverk/list-og-handverk/listasmidja
http://www.visitfjardabyggd.is/menning-og-afthreying/sundlaugar/sundlaug/sundlaug-nordfjarar


 



What’s the weather like in Neskaupsstadur? 

During the summer, the weather is usually very comfortable,  
but it can change dramatically throughout the day from sunny and warm to cool, rainy, and windy.  
Bring layers and be prepared for winds and rain (bring a light raincoat, not an umbrella).  
 

What’s the food situation in Neskaupsstaður? 

Though Neskaupsstaður has only one small grocery 

store, it will probably have everything you need (though 

maybe not everything you want). For these types of food 

items, there are bigger supermarkets in the towns 

nearby. 

Neskaupsstadur has a small supermarket, two restaurants, 

one fast food spot, one bar and a coffee shop. 





What should I bring with me? 

Regardless of season we suggest having: 

1. art & design supplies  

2. cards & board games 

3. sunglasses & sunscreen (the desert is sunny!)  

4. lotion & chapstick (the desert is dry!)  

5. camping/hiking gear (tent, sleeping bag, hiking shoes, etc.) 

6. camera(s)  

7. water bottle 

8. Power converters/adaptors (if needed) 

9. Sturdy shoes/boots for hiking 

10. A swimsuit and compact/quick-dry towel 

11.  A rain jacket 

12. A mix of warm and cool clothing 

13. Eyemask (for the midnight sun) and sleep medication (if you have a history of insomnia) 

14. Unique food items that you simply “can’t live without” 

15. There is no need to bring bed linens. Bring a compact sleeping bag and a travel towel if you have them. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

What will the month be like? 

Week one is all about exploration, getting setlled-in, and getting to know ArtAttack, our 

partner organizations, and the Neskaupsstaður community.  

Week two is for refining ideas, but continuing to explore the community and  

What is a Art Attacker’s daily schedule like? 

Every Art Attack varies based on the Art Attacker’s 

practice.  

You are relatively free to organise your schedule however 
you feel the most creative and productive. We don’t keep 
track of your working hours but we hope to be in a 
productive spirit and get lots of work done while having 
an even amount of fun. In saying that, obviously the 
residency is not a holiday and we expect the artists to 
work 6-8 hours a day, 5-6 days of the week. 
 

We encourage Art Attackers to get out into the 

community. Workshop proposals and community 

engagement proposals are always welcome. Discuss 

these sorts of acitivies with your facilitator before 

scheduling or making commitments. 

surrounding landscapes. During week two you will give an artist talk. 

Week three is all about production. This is a great time for holding a workshop at the 

high school or installing work out in the landscape. 

Though it may be tempting to produce more work in week four, your final week is 

reserved for tying up loose ends, finalizing any documentation of your work and 

process, reflecting on the month (e.g. an essay), celebrating your time here (e.g. dinner 

party), and more. You will be given a checklist at orientation with all expectations. 



 



What’s the best way to connect to the community? 

The swimming pool and the Bait Shack bar (Beituskúrinn) are the best places to mingle.  
There are also a café in town, a restaurant at Hótel Hildibrand, a pizza place, the local  
supermarket, etc. where you can catch the locals. 
 
We encourage Attackers to get out into the community. Workshop proposals and community engagement proposals are always welcome. Discuss these sorts of 
activities with your facilitator before scheduling or making commitments. Inform us of your plans and we will help you reach out to the 
community.  
We have many touching points with the community, such as the schools, workplaces, institutions, community associations — and Facebook. 
 
You should also make use of the Art Attack Facebook page and instagram 

    

 

 
 
 
 

What is the Art Attack festival and when is it held? 
 
The Art Attack festival (held 28 September — 1 October) is a weekend-long arts festival. Those in residence during the festival will perform, lead 
workshops, and make installations. The festival acts as a platform to share the work of both the past and current Art Attack artists. Additional 
events (including a tour of projects) and the final details will be decided soon.  
 

    
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Beitusk%C3%BArinn-312595039188328/
https://www.facebook.com/artattack740
https://www.instagram.com/artattack740/


What are the things to do and nearby attractions I should see before, during, or after my time in 

Neskaupsstaður? 

 
Use your imagination... 
You will have free unlimited pass for the swimming pool (includes hot tubs!).  
The Bait Shack welcomes all artists with a free drink card at the start of the stay. 
Hildibrand Hotel offers free sailing when the trips are not full. 
 
Sailing, fly fishing, sea kayaking, hiking, horse riding, disc golf, sand volleyball, picnics, beach walks,  
and many more fun things are at your doorstep here in Neskaupstaður! 
 
Natural History Museum in Neskaupsstaður 
Creative Centre / Sköpunarmiðstöð in Stöðvarfjörður 
French Hospital in Fáskrúðsfjörður 
Helgustaðarnáma in Eskifjörður 
Stríðsárasafnið in Reyðarfjörður 
Dalatangi in Mjóifjörður 
Skaftfell in Seyðisfjörður 
Sláturhúsið in Egilsstaðir 
Puffins in Borgarfjörður eystra 
Skriðuklaustur and Hengifoss in Fljótsdalur 
Bustarfell in Vopnafjörður 
...and a million other things.       
 
 austurland.is 
east.is 
fjardabyggd.is 
hildibrand.com    
 
 
 

Films shot in Neskaupsstaður:  
Hafið / The Sea by Baltasar Kormákur  
Bannað að vera fáviti / No Idiots Allowed by 
Hallur Örn Árnason 

http://austurland.is/
https://www.east.is/
http://www.fjardabyggd.is/
http://www.hildibrandhotel.com/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0332381/
https://vimeo.com/132260830


 



Will I have a contact person in Neskaupsstaður? 

Yes. We will help you with anything we can and in any case, direct you to the right people. 
Your contacts are : 
Karna Sigurðardóttir, Art Director: info@karna.is — +354 896 6971 
Hákon Hildibrand, Director: hakon@hildibrand.is — +354 865 5868 
Facilitator ---- 
Lady ----- 
 

Are there important dates or events I should know about? 

 

Eistnaflug, an infamous rock festival, happens in Neskaupstadur in early July. 

Rúllandi Snjóbolti, a fine arts exhibition held in Djúpavogur, opens in July. 

Polar Festival, a biannual environmental arts festival held in Stöðvarfjörður, happens mid-July. 

LungA, an arts festival for teenagers in Seydisfjordur, happens in mid-July. 

French days, a local festival celebrating french fishermen, happens late-July. 

Bræðslan, music festival in Borgarfjörður eystra, happens late-July. 

Neistaflug, a weekend-long town festival for Neskaupstadur, happens in early August. 

Art Attack Festival, a celebration of Art Attack artists, will happen in late September. 

 

Every Sunday we host Waffles & Coffee at 16:00 for the community at Þórsmörk. The whole Art Attack team (including you!) meets before Waffles & 

Coffee (at 15.00) to catch-up and discuss project progress, needs, and ideas. 

 

Every Tuesday, there is Garage Party, evening concerts by local musicians. 

mailto:info@karna.is
mailto:hakon@hildibrand.is
https://eistnaflug.is/
https://www.facebook.com/rullandisnjobolti/
https://www.facebook.com/PolarStodvarfjordur/
https://lunga.is/
https://www.facebook.com/Franskir-Dagar-%C3%A1-F%C3%A1skr%C3%BA%C3%B0sfir%C3%B0i-338673500488/
https://www.facebook.com/braedslan/
http://neistaflug.is/
https://www.facebook.com/bilskursparty/


 

See you soon. 


